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is divided by piers and columns into naves
and aisles, and the great hall of worship is
surmounted by a dome 180 feet high and 107
feet in diameter, and supported on four
arches, each having a span of about 100 feet.
This dome is the most impressive feature of
the structure. In the base of the dome are
the windows by whieh the edifice is lighted.
A half dome extends east and west from the
cornice of the dome, so the great hall of
worship is covered with a dome-shaped roof.
The walls are finished with marble of dif-
ferent colors, arranged in beautiful designs,
and the vaulting is set in beautiful mosaic.
When the church was converted into a
Mohammedan mosque all Christian emblems
were covered or torn from the walls.
SAINT THOMAS, one of the Yirgin Is-
lands of the United States, which were pur-
chased from Denmark in 1917, when they
were known as the Danish West Indies. Saint
Thomas is one of the three principal islands
of the group, the others being Saint Croix
and Saint John. It has an area of thirty-
two square miles and a population of
about 9,850. The natives are blacks.
Saint Thomas (formerly Charlotte Amalie),
the capital and chief town, lies on the best
harbor in the Virgin Islands. (For a descrip-
tion of the town, see travels in distant
lands, subhead Among the Lesser Antilles.)
The harbor is situated about midway on
the southern side of the island, seventy miles
east of the Porto Rican town of San Juan,
and 1,442 miles from New York City. It is
an important coaling station for vessels
bound for South America by way of the
Panama Canal. Though, small, the harbor is
admirably protected from storms by two is-
lands and by fringing ledges, and can ac-
commodate vessels drawing not over thirty
feet of water. Little agriculture is carried
on in the island because of lack of plantation
labor. The chief occupation of the natives
in Saint Thomas is work connected with the
coaling and provisioning of vessels entering
the port. Honduras, a small settlement west
of the town, is a fishing village of 200 in-
habitants. There are no railroads. See vir-
gin islands of the united states.
SAINT THOMAS, ont., county seat of
Elgin County, fourteen miles south of Lon-
don, on the Canadian Pacific, the Canadian
National, the Michigan Central, the Pere
Marquette and the Wabash railroads. It has
important manufacturing industries, and is
 noted for the construction of cars and car
wheels. It has a collegiate institute, an old
people's home and a hospital. Population,
•1921, 16,026; 1931, 15,430.
SAINT VINCENT, vin'sent, one of the is-
lands in the British West Indian colony
known as Windward Islands. Its area is
150 square miles, of which one-fourth is
under cultivation, and the population in 1917
was 49,422. The island is of volcanic origin
and has suffered much from the eruptions of
Mount Soufriere, which is about 3,000 feet
high. The capital is Kingstown, on the bay
of the same name, near its southwest extrem-
ity. Saint Vincent is especially noted for the
excellence of its arrowroot and sea island
cotton.
SAINT VITUS'S DANCE, or CHOREA,
ko re'ah, a nervous disease due to the pres-
ence of an infectious germ in the brain and
spinal cord. It most frequently attacks
children, especially girls, between the ages
of five and fifteen. It is characterized by
twitchings in the muscles of the face, and
jerky movements of the arms, legs, hands,
feet, back and abdomen. It is usually caused
by overwork, worry, lack of nutrition or
excessive nervousness, but may be associated
with rheumatism or diseased tonsils. The
patient is unable to control the movements,
which may persist for several weeks or
months, though they usually stop during
sleep. The disease is seldom fatal.
Treatment consists of rest from all violent
physical and mental exercise, cold spongings,
nourishing food, and sometimes the admin-
istration of iron and arsenic. The person
affected should be placed under the care of
a physician.
Saint Vitus's dance takes its name from
the fact that in Europe in the sixteenth
century those afflicted with the disease sought
relief at the shrines of various saints, the
chief of whieh was the Shrine of Saint Vitus.
SAKHALIN, sakalyeen', an island off
the eastern coast of Siberia, the southern
portion, being owned by Japan, the northern
half by Russia. It is 600 miles long and
from sixteen to 100 miles wide. It is separ-
ated from Asia by Sakhalin Gulf and by the
Gulf and Strait of Tartary, and from Japan
by the Strait of La P&rouse. A mountainous
ridge extends throughout the entire length of
the island, and the few streams, the largest of
wMch. is the Paranay, are short and rapid
and abundantly stocked with fish. The soil is

